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Agenda Items 13 (a), 115 and 132 
 

Organization of the United Nations Summit for the adoption of the post-2015 
development agenda (A/69/L.43) 

 

Dates for the meetings of the process of intergovernmental negotiations on the post-2015 
development agenda (A/69/L.44) 

 
Programme budget implications of draft resolution A/69/L.43 and draft decision 

A/69/L.44  
 

Oral report of the Chairman of the  
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

18 December 2014 
 

Mr. Chairman, 

1. I am pleased to present the Advisory Committee’s oral report on these agenda items. As 
the Committee will not be presenting a written report on these items due to time constraints, let me 
take this opportunity to set out in some detail the Committee’s observations and conclusions. 

2. The Advisory Committee has reviewed an advanced version of the statement by the 
Secretary-General (A/C.5/69/15) submitted in accordance with rule 153 of the rules of procedure 
of the General Assembly, on the programme budget implications of draft resolution A/69/L.43 on 
the organization of the United Nations Summit for the adoption of the post-2015 development 
agenda, and draft decision A/69/L.44 on the dates for the meetings of the process of 
intergovernmental negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda. 

3. The Secretary-General’s statement indicates that total additional requirements would 
amount to $1,314,900, comprising $1,108,800 under section 2, General Assembly and Economic 
and Social Council affairs and conference management; $153,200 under section 28, Public 
information; and $52,900 under section 34, Safety and security, of the programme budget for the 
biennium 2014-2015. The Secretary-General states that the amount of $1,314,900 would represent 
a charge against the contingency fund and, as such, would require additional appropriation for the 
biennium 2014-2015 to be approved by the General Assembly. 

4. With respect to the requirements under section 2, General Assembly and Economic and 
Social Council affairs and conference management, the Secretary-General states that the United 
Nations Summit would comprise three days of 17 meetings in all six languages, of which 11 
plenary meetings would constitute an addition to the meetings workload. In addition, the request 
for a summary of the hearings to be made available prior to the Summit would constitute an 
addition to the documentation workload of one pre-session document (10,700 words) in all six 
languages in 2015. It is also stated that the Department would require: (a) additional protocol staff 
from duty stations away from Headquarters for planning, organization and management of the 
Summit; and (b) overtime costs for staff which would enable meetings management and servicing 
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 as well as document control and distribution services during the Summit. The Secretary-General 
further states that the intergovernmental negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda would 
comprise 36 days of 72 meetings in all six languages which would constitute an addition to the 
meetings workload. 

5. The Advisory Committee has no objections to the proposed additional requirements under 
section 2 in the amount of $1,108,800. As I have mentioned before in the context of other recent 
statements of the Secretary-General on the programme budget implications relating to additional 
resource requirements for increased documentation workload, the Committee intends to examine 
the costing model for the processing of official documents at the four duty stations, New York, 
Geneva, Vienna and Nairobi, in greater detail when it considers the proposed programme budget 
for 2016-2017. 

6. Under section 28, Public information, the Secretary-General states that estimated 
requirements in the amount of $153,200 would provide for media outreach activities to raise 
public awareness and other information services, including media coverage of the Summit. Upon 
enquiry, the Advisory Committee was informed that expenditure under section 28 as at the end of 
October 2014 amounted to $76.2 million against the allotment of $93.9 million. The Committee 
was further informed of the preliminary expenditure as at 30 November 2014, which amounts to 
$84,144,400 against the allotment of $93,784,200 for that section. While the Advisory Committee 
has no objections to the amount of $153,200 being requested under section 28, taking into account 
the status of expenditure under that section, the Advisory Committee is of the view that the 
requested amount of $153,200 can be absorbed within the section. 

7. Finally, under section 34, Safety and security, the Secretary-General requests the amount 
of $52,900 for overtime of security officers to cover the extra post coverage, to ensure that the 
necessary security services in the conference rooms, Fire and Safety measures, Special Services 
and Canine services are in place, owing to the high-level nature of the Summit and the anticipated 
large number of delegates. Upon enquiry, the Advisory Committee was informed that expenditure 
under section 34 as at the end of October 2014 amounted to $110.3 million against the allotment 
of $120 million. The Committee was further informed of the preliminary expenditure as at 30 
November 2014, which amounts to $117,224,200 against the allotment of $119,964,200. In light 
of the status of expenditure under section 34, the Advisory Committee considers that there is little 
scope for absorbing additional requirements under section 34. The Committee therefore has no 
objections to the proposed additional requirements of $52,900 requested under section 34. 

8. In conclusion, the Advisory Committee recommends that the Fifth Committee inform the 
General Assembly that, should the General Assembly adopt draft resolution A/69/L.43 and draft 
decision A/69/L.44, an additional appropriation of $1,161,700 would be required, representing a 
charge against the contingency fund, under section 2, General Assembly and Economic and Social 
Council affairs and conference services ($1,108,800), and under section 34, safety and security 
($52,900), of the programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015. The Committee recommends 
absorption of the amount of $153,200 under section 28, Public information of the programme 
budget for the biennium 2014-2015. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 




